
Dear friends, we have come at last to the end of an extraordinary year, 
begun blithely in crowds (like those of the Young Classicist's Award 
day, left and pp. 2-3) that we are unlikely to experience again for some 
time. This bulletin reflects the challenges that our Branches have 
faced in their efforts to continue their work, as well as their embracing 
of digital solutions: Zoom lectures, podcasts, remote meetings, and 
online outreach!  Although we sorely miss the opportunity to gather 
together, the silver lining of virtual events is that we can now attend 
them anywhere in Ireland and, indeed, internationally – I am sure that, 
like me, you have relished the opportunity to sit in on lectures that 
were previously inaccessible; it is a small comfort for being unable to 
visit a museum or explore a site in person. Until the time we can again 
take in exhibitions and travel freely, let Helen McVeigh's photograph 
of the Lion Gate at Mycenae (above) inspire some furious planning! 
 
Selga Medenieks
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THE YOUNG 
CLASSICIST'S 
AWARD 2020

The Young Classicist’s Award 
is a new award for secondary 
school children with an interest 
in or who are studying Classics 
in school. It is an initiative 
co-ordinated and funded by 
UCD School of Education, UCD 
School of Classics, the Classical 
Association of Ireland – Teachers, 
and the Ubuntu Network.

On 10 March 2020 we hosted our 
awards symposium in UCD. Around 
200 students from 11 different 
schools from across the country 
attended. We had around 80 
competitors for Senior and Junior 
Cycle Classics creating a variety of 
projects: PowerPoint presentations, 
poster presentations, paintings, 
models (3D and physical) of ancient 
buildings, mythical creatures and 
weapons, re-creations of ancient 
food, recorded performances 
of plays and poems, and even a 
Roman Comedy rap! 
 Our judge, Dr Martin 
Brady from UCD School of Classics, 
patiently examined all the projects 
and had a tremendously difficult 
task deciding the winners in each 
category, considering the quality of 
projects students had created. 

By SEAMUS O'SULLIVAN
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 All students were encouraged to connect their 
project to one or more of the UN Global Sustainable 
Development Goals. This was a wonderful moment for 
Classics students to show that their study of the ancient 
world can inform our society today and help the world 
plan for a better future. We had projects that dealt with 
the carbon footprint of the ancient Roman Empire, the 
treatment of animals in the ancient world, and gender 
equality in ancient myth. We even had a project that 
examined the sustainability of the Roman aqueduct (which 
is perhaps more sustainable than our own water supply). 
Ultimately, our winner for this category was a project titled 
‘Modern Problems, Ancient Solutions’, a wonderful poster 
presentation with leaflets describing a variety of the issues 
facing us today – highlighted in the SDGs – and exploring 
how ancient peoples dealt with them in their own contexts. 
This project was submitted by a group of ten 4th year 
students from Blackrock College. 
 The Senior Young Classicist Award winners were 
Emma Smyth, Melanija Cvetic, and Sophie Manaeva, 6th 
year students who spent June 2019 painting a mural on the 
wall of their Classics classroom around the window frame 
(pictured at left). It was their interpretation of The Garden 
of Livia, entitled ‘Looking through the Garden of Livia’. 
All three are Green School leaders at Stratford College; 
they wanted a constant reminder on the importance and 
beauty of nature. The legacy of their work remains on the 
classroom wall.
 We also had a small but dedicated cohort of 
students who did their project through an ancient language 
– reading in the language, creating Latin memes, or 
translating Latin texts into English. The ultimate winner of

the language award was ‘Herakles to Hercules', a PowerPoint 
examining how the ancient Herakles myth differs from the 
Disney animation 'Hercules'. This included a short reading in 
ancient Greek of Euripides’ play Herakles. The winners of this 
award were Polly Buckley and Anastasia Papakosta, two 4th 
year students from Loreto College Foxrock.
 The project of Junior Young Classicist winner, 
Caoimhe Acres, ‘Roman Carbon Footprint’, compared the 
carbon footprint of a young, Roman noble girl with her own. 
Caoimhe is on the Green Schools committee in her school, 
Stratford College, and wanted to connect her love of Classics 
with SDGs and environmental issues. Through a comparison 
of the ancient and the modern, she hoped to highlight 
the impact we have as humans on our environments – no 
matter what the century!
 Because of the numbers in this group, we had two 
runners-up. Both were from St. Conleth’s College: James 
O’Neill won the Silver for his project ‘Roman Aqueducts’; 
James Power, Cuan Moore, and Harry Collins won the 
Bronze for their project on the ‘Plebeian Diet’.
 The day also included workshops by Legion Ireland 
and Access Classics, presenting students with replica Roman 
army artefacts and genuine artefacts from ancient Greece, 
thus allowing students to engage with the Roman and Greek 
world in a much more real way – outside their textbooks 
and the classroom  – and to be guided by experts working to 
promote Classics in Ireland.
 Ultimately, our hope is that this competition will 
continue every year, and get even bigger and better! It 
aims to promote Classics to all students – those who study 
it in school, as well as those who may not have had the 
opportunity yet but do have the interest.
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– as we all do – to Virgil’s “incredibly problematic” Aeneid 
and the ways in which great poetry, which is always 
subversive, responds to politics. Eneas McNulty has not 
left the building, he has returned to his roots! Each and 
every one of the 300 people who registered to watch this 
opening event surely found something to spark joy, delight 
and interest while watching and listening to Mendelsohn, 
a Classicist of major international stature, and Barry, our 
own equally distinguished playwright, novelist, and poet. 
There were many audience comments and questions – 
another great triumph. 
 Italian journalist and Classicist Andrea 
Marcolongo, author of The Ingenious Language: Nine 
Epic Reasons to Love Greek (2019), and critic Mary Norris 
of the New Yorker and of Greek to Me: Adventures of the 
Comma Queen (2019) revealed how they came to learn the 
language and the difficulties they each encountered along 
the way. That there have been 235 views of a conversation 
about the pleasures of learning ancient Greek reflects 
the spell that language casts. It was satisfying to see two 
female champions of the language seeking to popularise 
and bring ancient Greek to new audiences.

ClassicsNow Festival

For everyone interested in the culture of the ancient worlds 
of Greece and Rome, the ClassicsNow Festival held in Dublin 
on 13-15 November 2020 was a joy to behold. 
 So many of us engaged from the comfort of 
our armchairs, glass in hand, or coffee and chocolate 
biscuits at the ready, and we were not disappointed. The 
current burst of artistic and intellectual engagement with 
Classics by artists and writers, both international and 
Irish, in new versions, translations and re-workings of the 
Homeric poems, of Greek tragedy and Roman history, was 
amply displayed in an exciting and imaginative Festival 
programme. Highlights of the weekend included ‘In 
Conversation’ events with exciting writers who are using 
the Classics as a lens to think about our contemporary 
concerns. Although the events were virtual, they were all 
recorded and are now freely accessible online at www.
classicsnow.ie.
 Introduced by ClassicsNow project leader Helen 
Meany, who expertly contextualised the events of the 
weekend for us all, the Festival was on! Laureate for Irish 
Fiction Sebastian Barry chatted with another best-selling 
author, the memoirist and critic Daniel Mendelsohn, Editor-
at-Large with the New York Review of Books. One spoke from 
County Wicklow and the other was in the US; while their love 
of Classics shone through, geography was on their minds 
too. Why Ireland and Greece produce “an unusual number 
of great poets and writers” intent on reclaiming figures from 
the worlds of Greece and Rome in their work expanded into 
a discussion about whether subjugated nations find that 
language is the only weapon in their arsenal; then returned 
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 The ClassicsNow Festival programme combined 
artists working in different genres and forms in imaginative 
ways, through public interviews, discussion, and film 
screenings. These included the discussion ‘Antigone 
Now’, on the enduring significance of Sophocles’ Antigone 
to Irish playwrights and theatre-makers, with director 
Conall Morrison and playwright Colin Murphy. Though it 
is invidious to choose a favourite, I enjoyed the insights of 
all involved in Megan and Jessica Kennedy’s Junk Ensemble 
dance company documentary about the Misunderstanding 
of Myrrha, where image, music, movement, and the 
story of Myrrha in Metamorphoses by the Latin poet Ovid 
(43BC-AD17) combine to be reformed in each and every 
performance. I cannot wait to see this production, which 
promises great things.
 In another of the Festival’s most watched events, 
novelist, BBC broadcaster and Classicist Natalie Haynes 
gave an insight on her modus operandi for Pandora’s Jar, 
her latest non-fiction take on the ever-fascinating women 
of Greek myth. She spoke to writer and presenter Helen 
Bagnall about her understanding of myth, elaborating on 
her new book’s original and witty understanding of how the 
women of ancient myth have been misrepresented through 
the centuries. Go and check this out now!
 This has been a whistle-stop tour, but a final word 
must be said about playwright Marina Carr in conversation 
with the equally fabulous Catríona McLaughlin, Associate 
Director of the Abbey Theatre. Marina explained how she 
has returned time and again to Greek tragedy in her work, 
most recently in an ambitious new offering, The Boy, based 
on the Theban plays of Sophocles and the terrible fates of 
Oedipus and his dysfunctional family. 

 The ClassicsNow events were held in partnership 
with a range of arts organisations, including Literature 
Ireland, the Italian Cultural Institute, and the Irish Film 
Institute. With funding from the Arts Council of Ireland, 
ClassicsNow has been developed by a steering committee 
with representatives from the Classics departments of 
University College Dublin (Alex Thein), Maynooth University 
(Maeve O’Brien), Trinity College Dublin (Martine Cuypers), 
and the Classical Association of Ireland–Teachers (Seamus 
O’Sullivan). They are joined by arts journalist and consultant, 
Helen Meany, as the festival’s curator.
 Coinciding with the launch of the new Leaving 
Certificate Classics/Classical Studies curriculum and recent 
overhaul of the Junior Certificate curriculum, this is a timely 
opportunity for creating lateral partnerships to deepen 
public engagement with Classics as an ongoing source of 
cultural stimulation and enrichment. ClassicsNow online 
events for secondary school students of Classical Studies 
and Classics include self-recordings of key speeches from 
Greek tragedy, mythmaking using digital apps, and a 
creative focus on translating Greek and Latin into Irish. 
 The ClassicsNow weekend is the start of something 
new: a platform for future collaborative projects and 
interdisciplinary public events over the coming year. Keep a 
look out for future events and collaborations in the pipeline 
because they will be available for you to view on:

www.classicsnow.ie

Maeve O’Brien
(Maynooth University)

A New Poem of Sappho

Translated by Brian Arkins

You, girls are keen on the beautiful gifts
Of the violet-bosomed Muses and the clear   
 song-loving lyre,

But my once tender body old age now
Has seized; my hair has become white instead  
 of black;

My heart’s now heavy; my knees do not support  
 me,
Once swift for the dance as fawns.

I moan often about this, but what can be done?
Not to grow old is, for a human being, 
 impossible.

Indeed Tithonus, they said, once rose-armed   
 Dawn
Love struck carried off to the ends of the earth,

Beautiful and young, but in time grey old age
Overtook him, possessing an immortal wife.



6

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 0

After getting off to a hectic start, like the rest of the 
world, CANI found its 2020 public events ground to a halt. 
Fortunately, through the miracle of the internet, what 
seemed like a long list of cancellations was downgraded to 
mere postponements. 
 By going online, the Belfast Summer School 
2020 had its most successful year yet! From initially being 
cancelled to a tentative toe dipped in virtual waters, we 
were inundated with eager Classical linguists from across 
the UK, Ireland, Belgium, Spain, Mexico, USA, and Canada. 
Such was the deluge that the original single week of classes 
in Beginners, Intermediate, and Advanced Latin and Ancient 
Greek were increased to include a second week of classes 
and a total roster of over 100 students between 20-31 
July! By all accounts, the students were extremely excited, 
impressed, and thankful for the work put in by Helen 
McVeigh and her team of fantastic tutors. 
 On 21 October our first public online event was 
a ‘Conversation With…’ Northern Irish actor and author 
Michael Hughes. He read from his award-winning, Iliad-
inspired look at the Troubles, Country, spoke about his 
origins, how he came to combine two such subjects, and his 
future literary plans, before answering several questions 
from the international audience.
 The CANI 2020 programme was completed on 2 
December with the live streaming of Dr Kerry Phelan's 
talk 'Alien vs Citizen: how to determine descent in classical 
Athens'. 2021 will see the Belfast Summer School Refresher 
Day and talks on Classical influences and Irish culture, Freud 
and the Greeks, and the oracle of Dodone, before the return 
of the Belfast Summer School.
 Lockdown also saw CANI launch an outreach 
initiative to get the work of early career researchers 
and students seen by a wider audience via live streams, 
recorded videos, or written blogs. We have already received 
abstracts on subjects such as Roman populist politics, 
Helen of Troy, Plato, provincial revolt, reception of the Iliad, 
epigraphy, the use of mirrors, graffiti and Euripides. The first 
entry in this CANI Outreach series, Megan Bowler’s ‘Sex 
and the City: Plato and Philosopher Queens’, has now been 
posted on the CANI YouTube channel. 
 Unsurprisingly, with prolonged periods indoors, the 
CANI Blog managed to remain active. It has hosted pieces 
on the ‘adventures’ and reception of Nero after his death; 
a look at Classical inspirations for street names in modern 
Belfast; a short investigation on various passages that could 
be said to answer the reference 'See Ovid I.9'; a look at the 
Belfast Summer School tutors; and the scholarly endeavours 
of the emperor Claudius.

Classical Association
in Northern Ireland

We have also branched out into videos, with posts from 
Raoul McLaughlin on Augustus’ relations with India and a 
look at Palmyra, alongside talks by John Curran and Barry 
Trainor given at the Summer School on the craziness of 
King Herod and seercraft at Sparta, respectively.
 CANI is proud to have appointed Natalie Haynes 
(pictured above) as our first Honorary Patron. Natalie is 
not only a great friend to CANI, having been a frequent 
guest in Belfast, she is also the prodigious and award-
nominated author of A Thousand Ships, The Children of 
Jocasta, and Pandora’s Jar, and her broadcast ‘Natalie 
Haynes Stands Up for the Classics’ is a hit on BBC Radio 4. 
We cannot wait for our Honorary Patron to return to these 
shores.

Peter Crawford

The UK and Ireland have been in and out of more 
lockdowns than a dozen recitals of the Hokey-Cokey... 
and it’s been so hard to keep track of what we can do, 

and where we can do it, and when.
 

Fortunately, the Belfast Summer School had a 
successful virtual outing in July. Feedback from 

previous summer schools has included the suggestion 
of a winter revision or refresher day. One such 

refresher day was held in January 2019; the next will 
be held virtually on Saturday, 23 January 2021, with 

classes in Latin and Classical Greek at beginners, 
lower intermediate, upper intermediate, and 

advanced levels. Given the uncertainty in these Covid 
times, plans are in train for another virtual summer 

school. For more information, please contact:
belfastsummerschool@gmail.com

Helen McVeigh
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In the Spring of 2019, the UCD School of Classics created 
an educational outreach programme, named Access 
Classics, conceived and led by its core team of Tasneem 
Filaih, Dr Bridget Martin, and Dr Christopher Farrell. This 
programme set out to determine how best the UCD School 
of Classics could facilitate the teaching and uptake of 
Classics at second level (thereby encouraging its uptake at 
third level) and open up the subject to students who do not 
have the opportunity to study it formally at school. Access 
Classics has a particular interest in reaching schools which 
traditionally do not offer Classics and also DEIS schools, 
as inclusion and diversity have always been driving forces 
in the School’s outreach initiatives, as has the belief that 
Classics should be open and available to everyone. Under 
the programme, Access Classics visits schools and adult 
education institutes (whether in person or virtually) and 
conducts tailored sessions with students, either introducing 
them to aspects of the ancient world or, for those students 
who currently study Classics, building upon their knowledge 
base: over the past two years, the Access Classics team 
has conducted handling sessions with objects from the 
UCD Classical Museum, introduced students to the Greek 
alphabet, spoken about Classics at third level, and given 

presentations on Virgil’s Aeneid, the staging of Greek tragedy, 
the goddess Athena, life in ancient Rome, and ghost-raising 
ceremonies, to name but a few! 
 To facilitate the introduction of Classics to schools, Dr 
Bridget Martin developed a Transition Year Unit on Classical 
Studies, which was approved by the National Council for 
Curriculum and Assessment and, since September 2020, has 
been made available to all second-level institutes. Access 
Classics has created a dedicated website to further enhance 
its outreach potential, and support teachers and students 
in accessing Classics resources. With the Head of the UCD 
School of Classics, Dr Martin Brady, a module for the UCD BA 
(Humanities) Programme is being created, which will guide 
students in producing and disseminating materials to support 
outreach work. 
 Furthermore, Access Classics’ recently formed 
partnership with the UK-based outreach programme 
Advocating Classics Education (ACE) will allow for exciting 
international collaboration in promoting Classics. Since its 
inception, Access Classics has gone from strength to strength, 
and are delighted to receive a UCD Values in Action Award 
in December 2020 in recognition of what this initiative has 
achieved so far. This is only a starting point for what Access 
Classics and the UCD School of Classics plan to contribute to 
the furtherance of Classics in Ireland in the future, working 
alongside such well-established and successful groups as the 
CAI and CAI-T. To learn more about Access Classics, you can 
visit us at:

www.accessclassics.ie

ACCESS CLASSICS

By TASNEEM FILAIH and BRIDGET MARTIN

The Classical Association of Ireland Latin Summer School 
2021 will provide an exciting opportunity to learn Latin 
through a two-week immersion.
 The Latin Summer School is designed for 
secondary school students between the ages of 15 and 
18. Whether you are studying Classical Studies or the 
new Junior Certificate Classics or not, the Summer School 
offers an exciting opportunity to explore the culture of 
the Romans through their language. Even if you are not 
studying Latin or Classics, but you are interested in ancient 
languages, this is the place for you! Perhaps you want to 
improve your language learning skills or understanding, 
communicating and writing in English? Or you are 
exploring your academic future? If you are you thinking 
about studying Classical Civilisation, Archaeology, Classical 
Languages, Ancient or Medieval History, Philosophy, 
Religion, History of Art, or Romance languages in college, 
the CAI Summer School is a great place to start!

CAI LATIN
SUMMER SCHOOL
University College Dublin/Zoom
21 June – 2 July 2021

Over the course of two weeks, you will immerse yourself 
in the language of Rome and engage in a variety of fun 
activities, led by experienced and passionate teachers. There 
will be interactive and online games, singing contests, Latin 
cartoons, and a bit of spoken Latin, too! 
 The Latin Summer School offers courses at 
Beginners level for students who have not studied Latin 
before. Each course will have three 50-minute classes per 
day. Customised materials are provided. After two weeks, 
students will be able to read simple Latin texts and have 
sufficient knowledge of the language to continue studying it 
independently or enter a higher-level course.
 In line with restrictions and guidelines issued by 
the HSE in relation to the spread of Covid-19, the Summer 
School classes will be conducted online via Zoom.
• Contact hours: three classes/per day for two weeks
• Minimum age: 15
• Course fee: €200 
• Information and registration: Dr Cosetta Cadau
 E-mail: cadauc@tcd.ie

Visit the Classical Association of Ireland at: 

www.classicalassociation.ie
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The Dublin Branch of the Classical Association of Ireland 
has two very active language reading groups under its wing: 
the Latin Reading Group, which has been at work for more 
than 20 years, and the Ancient Greek Reading Group, which 
celebrates its third anniversary in December 2020.
 
Where and when
Both the Latin Reading Group and the Ancient Greek Reading 
Circle convene once a month over eight months of the 
academic year, October to May (Latin) and September to 
April (Greek). The Latin Reading Group meets in UCD and 
is hosted by the School of Classics, while the Ancient Greek 
Reading Circle meets in TCD and is hosted by the Department 
of Classics, for which support both groups acknowledge their 
deep debt of gratitude.
 
The enthusiasm of amateurs: doing it for the love of it
Both groups live off and simultaneously fuel the enthusiasm 
of amateurs whose passion is to read and translate the 
ancient texts. They come together to study and translate 
Sappho and Catullus and Herodotus and Livy and all the 
others because they love and respect and are fascinated by 
what these authors have to say – and because the best way 
to hear a creative author's voice is in their own language, 
especially when it’s someone who is a master of the language 
and its music.
 
How sessions are organised
Typically, each session is guided by a leader who chooses a 
text and conveys it through me as Convenor to the group 
for reading and studying 10 to 14 days before the session. 
Usually, the leaders are academics with specialist experience 
in the subject matter. At the start of a session, the leader 
introduces the text and author, places them in their literary 
and historical context, then guides the meeting in reading and 
translating, takes questions and moderates any discussion. 
Then again sometimes it’s we amateurs who guide ourselves: 
one of us presents a favourite piece that they know very 
well for the attention of the group.  A small sample of the 
authors and works that the language groups took on in 2020: 
Adrian Gramps brought the Latin Reading Group through 
delightful passages of Propertius in January and the grim but 
magnificent murderous rage of Atreus in Seneca’s Thyestes in 
December. In February Paddy Sammon led the Ancient Greek 
Reading Circle through the account of the shipwreck of St. 
Paul on Malta in Acts of the Apostles and in October through a 
passage of Strabo’s Geography.
 All of our session leaders deserve great thanks for 
the time and trouble they take to bring us marvellous works. 
Kudos to all of them! They receive no monetary reward but 
we do show our appreciation by way of a nice bottle of wine 
or box of chocolates!

The coming of Zoom
The pandemic of 2020 meant that from March 2020 
onwards no more in-person sessions of our Reading 
Groups could take place. The prohibition remains in place 
as of the time of this writing (8 December 2020). But 
since June our readers have been meeting again, virtually, 
via Zoom. Zoom meetings have revealed marvellous 
possibilities, made evident by the fact that our first Zoom 
meeting (for Ancient Greek on 22 June) was moderated 
by Alexandra Madeła from Berlin and attended by 
readers sitting at home in different parts of Ireland, all 
of us reading and interpreting a passage from Hesiod's 
Theogony. Up to that time only readers and leaders 
from Dublin would attend sessions; now good Zoom 
connectivity allows people from anywhere to take part.
 In-person, face-to-face meetings will probably 
return at some point in 2021 but I greatly hope that 
Zoom remains with us even after the status quo ante has 
returned. If we can integrate participation by Zoom into 
future in-person meetings, we will have the best of both 
worlds.

The programme for the rest of 2020-21
On 13 January Martin Brady will lead our Latin Reading 
Group to look at Virgil, Eclogue VII. On 18 January 
Alexandra Madeła introduces the Ancient Greek Reading 
Circle to The Contest between Homer and Hesiod, a 2nd 
century AD work. For the remainder of this academic year 
a further four Latin sessions will take place (February-
May) as well as three Ancient Greek sessions (February-
April). Details will be posted on the CAI website and on 
Twitter. All sessions are likely to be exclusively by Zoom. 
 Very many thanks to TCD’s Department of 
Classics and especially to Dr Martine Cuypers for 
ensuring continuation of Ancient Greek Reading Circle 
activities by making the Department’s Zoom facilities 
available to us. And the Latin Reading Group owes a 
great debt to UCD’s School of Classics and in particular 
to Dr Alex Thein for making available to it the School 
of Classics’ Zoom facility. And additional thanks to Alex 
for putting on three Zoom meetings in quick succession 
between late June and late July, all focused on excerpts 
from Book 1 of Tacitus’ Annales, much-appreciated 
compensation for the cancellation of his May session.
 
Contact me!
If anyone reading this would like to find out more about 
our Ancient Greek and/or Latin sessions or simply get 
their e-mail address on the groups’ mailing lists, please 
contact me as Convenor at liambairead@gmail.com.

Liam Bairéad

The Dublin Branch Ancient Greek and Latin Reading Groups
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LIMERICK
The CAI Limerick Branch programme was disrupted in 
March, with a number of booked lectures having to be 
postponed. As we entered into a new season with no sign 
of remission, the committee consulted with members with 
a view to having some activities online. This development 
has proved successful and, with our normal meeting-
place closed, absolved us from the necessity of having to 
venture forth in what my Scottish colleagues used to call 
"this dreich weather".
 Patrick Ryan gave the first branch lecture via 
Zoom, entitled ‘Ciriaco Pizzecolli d’Ancona, The Father 
of Classical Archaeology’ on 14 October. Pizzecolli, also 
known as Cyriac of Ancona, was a fifteenth-century 
explorer who travelled widely in the Roman, Greek, and 
Byzantine worlds, studying and recording the artefacts 
of classical antiquity, and has been called “Europe’s first 
archaeologist”. Following a virtual Council meeting on 
Saturday, 17 October, a plan was implemented to make 
Branch lectures available to the wider membership on 
the UCD Zoom platform. Patrick therefore repeated the 
Pizzecolli lecture on this platform on 24 October. Our 
next lecture, ‘Augustine: a Journey in Faith and Life’, was 
given by Fr David Kelly OSA, Limerick Branch member, 
on Wednesday, 4 November. On 2 December, Emmet 
Jackson, a PhD candidate in archaeology at the University 
of Exeter, lectured on the title ‘Lady Kavanagh on the Nile’. 
Lady Harriet Kavanagh, daughter of the Earl of Clancarty, 
was a noted nineteenth-century painter, traveller, 
and antiquarian who wrote extensive accounts of her 
explorations on ancient Egyptian sites.

CORK
The Cork Branch is, alas, bereft of news on this occasion. As 
the Cork Educational Centre is still closed and, at the time 
of writing, we have just emerged from Level Five lockdown, 
it does not look either likely or hopeful that we will be up 
and running again until October 2021. It seems such a long 
time away; however, one can hope that the time will pass as 
quickly as it did this year. 
 There is great credit to be given to those who 
organised the ClassicsNow festival in November. There was 
a great variety of events to tune into from the comfort of 
our own armchairs! My particular favourite was 'An Evening 
with Natalie Haynes'. The best bit is, if you missed any of the 
offerings, you can source them on YouTube.
 So, until we get back to the ‘old’ normal, thanks to all 
who support the Cork Branch, Happy Christmas, and here is 
to being back in business in 2021!

Jennifer O'Donoghue

DUBLIN
Spring programme events had to be cancelled when the 
Covid-19 lockdown came into effect in March, but online 
events restarted with one session of the Greek Reading 
Circle led by Alexandra Madeła, and three sessions of 
the Latin Reading Group led by Alexander Thein in June. 
A programme of events was organised for the autumn, 
with three sessions of the Latin Reading Group led by Alan 
Tuffery, Charlie Kerrigan, and Adrian Gramps, and four 
sessions of the Greek Reading Circle led by Bridget Martin, 
Paddy Sammon, Daniel O’Connor, and Cosetta Cadau. 
 In addition, there have been two online lectures 
for the Dublin Branch: the first on the Ciriaco Pizzecolli, also 
known as Cyriac of Ancona, a fifteenth-century explorer who 
has been described as the ‘Father of Classical Archaeology’ 
by Patrick Ryan from the Limerick Branch on 24 November; 
the second on Roman atrocities in Spain in the 2nd century 
BC by Gabriel Baker from the University of Iowa on 15 
December. Members of the Dublin Branch are reminded 
that they can join online lectures organised by other CAI 
Branches, along with the UCD Classical Museum Seminar 
Series. 

Alexander Thein

C A I  B r a n c h  &  U n i v e r s i t y  N e w s

Lady Harriet Kavanagh 1799-1885, perhaps a self-portrait.
Photo courtesy of irishegyptology.com
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 Branch members have joined online with the 
Dublin CAI Latin and Greek groups for readings from 
Euripides’ Medea and Livy’s Roman History. Our own Latin 
reading group hopes to resume with Denison’s Caesar and 
the Greek group with Anabasis (Book 2) in the near future. 
 A decision will be made later about our annual 
play-reading. We had opted for Sophocles’ Oedipus at 
Colonus, and may have it later online, or hold over until we 
can have it in person. That time will come; we remember 
from Terence’s Heauton Timorumenos, read some years 
ago at the Yard: diem adimere aegritudinem hominibus; the 
passage of time relieves all human ailments.
 
Patrick J. Ryan

MAYNOOTH UNIVERSITY
Greetings to everyone! We have reached the wonderful 
month of November and sadly I haven't seen a student in 
person since last March. We are managing on Microsoft 
Teams in Maynooth University, quae tanta insania, cives? But 
you could get used to anything! 
 One of the excellent things about this lockdown and 
restriction of movement for everyone is that you might all 
have time to attend our online Maynooth Classics Seminar 
for Semester 1, 2020-2021. My colleague, Dr Jonathon 
Davies, has gathered together a wonderful selection of 
speakers and topics from ‘The Singularity of the Tragic Day’ 
by Prof. Sheila Murnaghan, University of Pennsylvania on 
4 November, to Prof. Llewelyn Morgan, Brasenose College, 
Oxford, who will talk to us about ‘On Classic Ground: 
Thoughts on Competition over Central Asian Origins with 
reference to the British in India, the Parsis, and Modern 
Japan’ on 25 November. We round out MCS meetings for 
the semester on 9 December with our “Christmas” gathering 
featuring Prof. Tim Whitmarsh, St. Johns, Cambridge, on 
‘Oedipus the Atheist’! Everyone is most welcome to attend 
and you can find out how by contacting Jon at Jonathon.
Davies@mu.ie. 
 We said ualete to Prof. David Scourfield who has 
retired this year and to our colleagues Dr Michael Williams 
and Dr Gordon Campbell, who have taken early retirement. 
Best wishes to all three in their future endeavours. Dr 
Cosetta Cadau and Dr Janja Soldo have joined our team, now 
headed by Dr William Desmond. Will, Kieran, Jon, Cosetta, 
Janja, and I hope readers of the CAI Newsletter will join us at 
some stage for one or all of our seminars. We look forward 
to ‘seeing’ you all. 

Dr Maeve O’Brien

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
DUBLIN
In March 2020 UCD hosted the Young Classicist's Award, 
a project competition for 10 schools and 200 students 
organised by the Classical Association of Ireland – 
Teachers in collaboration with the UCD School of Classics 
and UCD School of Education. Second-level students 
were invited to present an aspect of the ancient world 
through a variety of media, e.g. art, music, cookery, oral 
presentations or readings, with a separate category for 
sustainable development in antiquity. 
 The Covid-19 lockdown led to a series of 
cancellations, notably the UCD Classical Society Inaugural 
Lecture by Professor Edith Hall (King’s College London) 
on ‘Classics and Social Class in Ireland 1689-1922’. Our 
programme of events has now resumed online, with the 
lunchtime lectures of the UCD Classical Museum Seminar 
Series. The first session, on the idea of a ruin, was led by 
Dr Martin Brady, the new Head of School of the UCD 
School of Classics on 24 September. This was followed 
by a lecture on Ireland’s collections of Classical copies by 
Michael Ann Bevivino in the UCD School of Art History 
and Cultural Policy on 15 October, with the final lecture, 
on Roman battlefield archaeology, by Dr Joanne Ball from 
the University of Liverpool on 10 December.
 Teaching has been online since March and it 
has been both a challenging and rewarding learning 
experience, for staff and students alike; we are looking 
forward to the return to face-to-face teaching in the 
spring. Research achievements from the academic year 
2019/20 include the publication of two edited books, 
on sensory archaeology by Dr Jo Day and on Sulla by Dr 
Alexander Thein, and a monograph on Greek tragedy 
by Dr Bridget Martin. We welcomed two new IRC 
postdoctoral fellows, Dr Giacomo Savani and Dr Jason 
Porter, mentored by Dr Helen Dixon and Assoc. Prof. 
Philip de Souza. Congratulations are also due to Dr Aude 
Doody on her promotion to Associate Professor, and to 
our three graduating PhD students, Dr Eoghan Finn, Dr 
Hong Xu, and Dr Mengzhen Yue, supervised by Assoc. 
Prof. Philip de Souza, Dr Alexander Thein, and Dr Chris 
Farrell. Special thanks and congratulations are due to 
Dr Bridget Martin, Dr Chris Farrell, and Ms Tasneem 
Filaih for their hard work and success in initiating the 
Access Classics schools outreach programme, and to Dr 
Bridget Martin for her development of an NCCA-approved 
Classics transition year module. On a personal note I am 
immensely proud of what the School has achieved in my 
five-year term as head, and I wish every success to Dr 
Martin Brady as he implements his own vision as our new 
Head of School.

Alexander Thein
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C L A S S I C A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  I R E L A N D

Arthur Peter Keaveney
(8 July 1951–23 June 2020)

Dr Arthur Keaveney, Reader (Emeritus) in Ancient History at the University of Kent, 
Canterbury, and former Honorary President of the Classical Association of Ireland, 
died of Covid-19 in June 2020. His unexpected death caused deep sadness to his wife 
Jenny and to his close friends in Britain and Ireland, and brought a premature close 
to a career devoted to teaching and unrelenting research, particularly in the area of 
Classics. 
 Arthur was born in Galway in 1951 and received his secondary education at the local Patrician Brothers Secondary 
School (“The Bish”), where his devotion to, and talent for, Latin first became apparent. Subsequently, enrolling in University 
College, Galway (as it was then named), he graduated B.A. with First Class Honours in Latin and History in 1972 and M.A. 
with First Class Honours in Classics in conjunction with the award of the Travelling Studentship of the National University in 
1975 – this last all the more praiseworthy since his formal studies of Greek began at University. Influenced by contact with 
Professor Frank Norman of Hull University, Arthur decided on Hull for his doctoral studies. His decision proved to be a wise 
one, for two reasons. Firstly, Frank Norman was an excellent director, erudite, painstaking, demanding, but also sympathetic, 
reassuring, and constructive; it was under his guidance that Arthur honed his historical research talents. Second, it was 
at Hull, through their shared interest in hill walking, that Arthur met Jenny Downing, a student of English Literature at the 
University, whom he was later to marry. Jenny gained national prominence in 1986 when she was the impressive winner of 
the BBC Mastermind competition.
 On finishing his doctorate in Hull, Arthur was awarded a Doctoral Fellowship at the University College of Wales, 
Aberystwyth, for 1978-79. An appointment to a Lectureship in Classics at the University of Kent (Canterbury) came next, and 
from 1979 onwards the historic city of Canterbury was home to Arthur and Jenny. Promotion duly followed for Arthur to a 
Senior Lectureship in Classics and later to a Readership in Ancient History. 
 Over the years Arthur involved himself generously in the routine life of the University – teaching , lecturing, 
supervising, sitting on Boards and Committees. However, his special talent was for research. There his strengths were many 
– most striking, perhaps, was his command of the sources, his skill in eliciting essential evidence from what seemed even the 
dullest of fragments, and the mental energy which drove him to move speedily and successfully through his projects. The 
subject of his doctoral dissertation, Sulla: a Biography, was a gateway to Late Republican history and brought him into many 
areas of fruitful research, e.g. the Roman constitution, the Roman army, war with Mithridates, Roman foreign policy. Over 
the years a regular flow of articles, reviews, and books (some in collaboration with colleagues) appeared, and he came to be 
recognised as an expert: for example, he was appointed Roman history reviewer 1996-98 for Greece and Rome (averaging 
about twenty books a year) and there were references to his own work in the second edition of the Cambridge Ancient 
History. As time passed Arthur’s interests expanded to include the Achaemenid Persian Empire, a subject he brought into 
the University curriculum and one which prompted an unforgettable trip with Jenny to Iran in 2004. A book on the ancient 
Persian court remained incomplete when he died. He received many invitations and requests to present papers at national 
and international conferences, and to act as examiner of theses in British universities. In the United States he was appointed 
Adjunct Professor at East Carolina University and Margo-Tytus Visiting Fellow at the University of Cincinnati.
 Although Arthur was based throughout most of his life in Britain, he was still very keen at all times to keep intact his 
social and academic links with Ireland, and especially with Galway. Trips home and reunions with Irish friends and colleagues 
continued. He lectured in Galway and Dublin, supplied a chapter entitled ‘Classics in Victorian Galway’ to Tadhg Foley (ed.), 
From Queen’s College to National University, examined an MA thesis in UCC, was Visiting Fellow at NUI Galway in 2004, and 
preserved over the years a productive research collaboration with one of his former Classics tutors there. His nomination as 
Honorary President of the Classical Association of Ireland in 2013 was an appropriate acknowledgement of his contribution 
to Classical studies both in Ireland and around the world.
 Arthur’s marriage to Jenny was a very happy one and they shared many interests: reading, walking, theatre, film, 
travel, music, and their little cat, Holly. He is survived by Jenny, his brother Gay (the International Bridge player), his nieces 
Neasa and Doireann, and nephew Fergal.

John A. Madden

VALE


